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Calculating Driver Wattage
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Understanding the wattage requirements of your lighting products is essential for 
selecting the right driver and ensuring optimal performance. In this guide, we will 
walk you through the process step by step.

Step 1: Determine Product Wattage

The first thing to consider is the wattage of your lighting product. This information can always be found on 
our website and in our brochure for each product.

For example, if you are using LED tape and have selected a 9.6W tape, the wattage of your tape would 
be 9.6W per metre.

Step 2: Calculate Total Wattage

To calculate the total wattage required, multiply the wattage per meter by the total length in metres.

Example Calculation:
Wattage per metre x Total metres = Total wattage required

1 metre 1 metre

9.6w 9.6w

For 2 metres of the 9.6W LED tape:
9.6W/m x 2m = 19.2W

Step 3: Selecting the Driver

It is crucial to choose a driver with a wattage higher than the total wattage required. This ensures that your lights 
function properly and avoid any issues.

For the previous example, a 30W driver or higher would be recommended.

Additional Considerations

Always choose a driver with a wattage higher than the total wattage required to ensure reliable perfor-
mance.

If the total wattage comes out to be exactly or slightly under the available driver wattages, it is best practice 
to choose the next size up for safety.

If the total wattage is significantly lower than the available driver wattages, consider using a lower wattage 
driver to avoid overpowering the lights.

Example Scenario: Spotlights

Let's consider an example where you are installing 6 spotlights, and each spotlight has a wattage of 
0.18W.

Calculation:
Wattage per spotlight x Total number of spotlights = Total wattage required

For 6 spotlights with a wattage of 0.18W each:

0.18W/spotlight x 6 spotlights = 1.08W
In this case, an 8W driver or higher would be suitable for powering the spotlights.



Step 1: Determine Product Wattage

The first thing to consider is the wattage of your lighting product. This information can always be found on 
our website and in our brochure for each product.

For example, if you are using LED tape and have selected a 9.6W tape, the wattage of your tape would 
be 9.6W per metre.

LE
D

 L
IG

H
TI

N
G

 G
U

ID
ES

Tel: 01302 741941 Email: sales@tlwglobal.com Website: tlwglobal.com

Step 2: Calculate Total Wattage

To calculate the total wattage required, multiply the wattage per meter by the total length in metres.

Example Calculation:
Wattage per metre x Total metres = Total wattage required

For 2 metres of the 9.6W LED tape:
9.6W/m x 2m = 19.2W

Step 3: Selecting the Driver

It is crucial to choose a driver with a wattage higher than the total wattage required. This ensures that your lights 
function properly and avoid any issues.

For the previous example, a 30W driver or higher would be recommended.

Additional Considerations

Always choose a driver with a wattage higher than the total wattage required to ensure reliable perfor-
mance.

If the total wattage comes out to be exactly or slightly under the available driver wattages, it is best practice 
to choose the next size up for safety.

If the total wattage is significantly lower than the available driver wattages, consider using a lower wattage 
driver to avoid overpowering the lights.

Example Scenario: Spotlights

Let's consider an example where you are installing 6 spotlights, and each spotlight has a wattage of 
0.18W.

Calculation:
Wattage per spotlight x Total number of spotlights = Total wattage required

For 6 spotlights with a wattage of 0.18W each:

0.18W/spotlight x 6 spotlights = 1.08W
In this case, an 8W driver or higher would be suitable for powering the spotlights.

Conclusion

Understanding how to calculate wattage is vital for selecting the appropriate driver and ensuring the 
successful operation of your lighting products. By following these steps and guidelines, you can make 

informed decisions and create efficient and reliable lighting solutions.

Remember, if you have any questions or need further assistance, our team is always ready to help.


